Appl.No.: 10/814,706 
Amdt. dated: July 1 1, 2006 
Response to Notice of Allowance: June 27, 2006 



PATENT 



Amendment to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1. (currently amended) A storage system coupled to a host computer via 
a first int e rface the storage syst e m comprising: 

a first interface to be coupled to a host computer sending I/O instruction; 

a second interface to be coupled to a console sending management instruction 
to the storage system from tho consol e; 

a storage controller, coupled to the first interface, the second interface and a 
plurality of storage devices, that conducts an I/O instruction from the host computer and the 
management instruction from the console; 

a data storing area configured with at least one of the plurality of storage 
devices for storing data write accessible by the I/O instruction from the host computer via the 
first interface, an attribute of the data storing area being managed by the storage controller 
based on the management instruction; and 

a log storing area configured with at least one of the plurality of storage 
devices for storing log information associated with descriptions of the received management 
instructions which are target to the data storing area, the log storing area being different from 
the data storing area; 

wherein the management instruction is for managing attributes of the data 
storing area; and 

wherein the storage controller records the log information of the received 
management instruction targeted to data storing area in the log storing area and restricts the 
host computer from write access to the log storing area via the first interface. 

2. -3. (canceled) 
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4. (previously presented) The storage system of claim 1 wherein the 
plurality of storage devices are hard disk drives, the storage system having at least 10 hard 
disk drives, the storage system being a disk array unit. 

5. -18. (canceled) 

19. (previously presented) The storage system of claim 1, wherein the data 
storing area is configured with at least one of a plurality of storage volumes defined in at least 
one of the plurality of storage devices, wherein the storage controller records log information 
of the received management instruction which is targeted to the at least one of the storage 
volumes if the at least one of the storage volumes are set write protect. 

20. (previously presented) The storage system of claim 1 , wherein the 
storage controller records log information of the I/O instruction. 

2 1 . (previously presented) The storage system of claim -20, wherein the 
log information of the management instruction is stored separately from the log information 
of the I/O instruction. 

22. (previously presented) The storage system of claim 1 , wherein the log 
information of the received management instruction includes a command to change an 
attribute of the data storing area. 

23. (previously presented) The storage system of claim 1 , wherein the data 
storing area is configured with at least one of a plurality of storage volumes defined in at least 
one of the plurality of storage devices, wherein the log information of the received 
management instruction is stored being associated with each of the storage volumes. 

24. (previously presented) The storage system of claim 1 , wherein one of 
the plurality of storage devices has the log storing area and the data storing area therein. 
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25. (previously presented) The storage system of claim 1 , wherein the 
management instruction targeted to the data storing area includes change of an attribute for 
the data storing area. 

26. (previously presented) The storage system of claim 25, wherein the 
attribute for the data storing area includes write protection attribute to restrict the host 
computer from write access to the data storing area. 
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